


The evidence in your review consists of the body, autopsy, and
all available official records, reports, and photographs from the
house and remote location. You have noted that all three witnesses
stated that the first witness inflicted the abdominal stab wounds.
The second witness placed himself behind the victim, where he
also fails to describe a stab wound to the back that was noted in
the scene and autopsy photographs and reports. However, there
is no information in the law enforcement records and reports to
reflect any follow-up in the official investigation concerning the
stab wound to the back. The autopsy report notes that the stab
wound to the back was non-fatal. The autopsy report does not
describe the details of the multiple stab wounds — length, depth or
type of instrument(s) used. The cause of death is listed as multiple
stab wounds to the throat and abdomen. Other injuries included
multiple blunt force injuries to the head. Your client is charged with
homicide, and the investigation of the assault is short of details due
to the non-cooperation of other gang members believed to have
been present in the house. All three persons were being initiated
into a street gang and were standing guard outside the gang
leader’s house at the time of the assault inside.

This leaves you with two incidents and multiple injuries and
types, with charges based only on the latter stabbing incident
and injuries.

The evidence from the stabbing scene reveals minimal blood
loss. Moreover, examination of the injury photographs reveal
that the stab wound to the back had peripheral hemorrhaging of
the wound, as opposed to the those to the throat and abdomen,
which were absent of hemorrhaging. The head trauma also reveals
extensive hemorrhaging.

Examination of the injury photographs also reveal that three
different sharp-edged instruments were used: a larger single-edge
blade to the back, a smaller single-edge blade to the abdomen,
and a similar sized dual-edge blade (i.e., dagger/stiletto) to the
throat. This does not conclusively prove the number of assailants
— only the number of instruments used. However, it does shed
light on a new issue. The first witness stated that he did not use
his own knife because he was given one by the defendant. He
felt he was forced to stab the victim and consequently stabbed
him in the abdomen so as to not be responsible for killing him.
Additionally, it further supports that the second witness likely
stabbed the victim and is also being less than truthful in his
statements. Finally, the peripheral hemorrhaging of the stab
wound to the back indicates the victim was alive at the time of
the injury, whereas the other stab wounds indicate the victim was
deceased. But when did the victim become a decedent? At the
house, in transport or at the remote stabbing scene?

Your investigation, using the components of forensics, has
revealed the following:

e First Scene (house) — involving multiple unknown assailants,
inflicting possibly fatal blunt force injuries.

e Second Scene (remote location) — involving multiple non-fatal
stab wounds of three distinct areas of the body and with three
different instruments.

e Defendant - both witnesses state that he (the defendant) stabbed
the victim multiple times in the throat (which were non-fatal).

There is no evidence to dispute or support this, nor is there

evidence that supports his assertion of not stabbing the victim.

e First Witness — admitted to stabbing the victim in the abdomen
(non-fatal). Also stated the defendant gave him the knife and
“forced” him to stab the victim. By examination, these wounds
were not caused by the same instrument.

e Second Witness — denied stabbing the victim and asserted that
the defendant and first witness were the only persons to stab
the victim. He only describes the victim as being stabbed in the
abdomen and throat. There is a third area — a single non-fatal
stab wound to the back. This wound, unlike the others, is from
a larger instrument and was inflicted while the victim was alive.
He also stated that the victim was brought out from the house
by other gang members and that he helped put the victim in the
trunk of a vehicle and closed the trunk lid after the other two
were already in the vehicle (defendant driving, first witness in the
backseat and he rode in the front passenger seat).

The forensics of this case reveals that, although all three
assailants were not wholly truthful, none could be placed within the
house at the time of the physical assault and blunt force injuries.
Although the evidence supports that the victim was either fatally
assaulted in the house or alive but unconscious when placed in the
trunk, he was deceased before he was stabbed in the throat and
abdomen.

Like law and medicine,
Investigations have become a
profession of specialties.

Of course, the defense strategy to this case will be at the
discretion of the attorney-client. You have completed your tasks by
providing evidence for impeaching multiple witnesses, dispelled
prosecution “facts” not supported by the evidence, and offered
additional alternative theories of defense.

Our specialties are honed skills to be proud of. They are each
integral to civil, criminal, probate, administrative, domestic and
insurance investigations. Please contact me to share your own
experiences and present your own questions for future issues of
your association’s The Texas Investigator. ®
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